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Vanderbilt professor lectures 
on division of political parties
Continued on page 4.
Professor of political science at Vanderbilt University Marc 
J. Hetherington lectures on the divide between political par-
ties Nov. 9 as part of the Amicus Curae lecture series. 
All Honors College stu-
dents need 12 hours of general 
honors courses. While there 
are many courses in different 
disciplines that offer honors 
credit, some students strug-
gle to meet this requirement. 
That’s where h-option (hon-
ors-option) courses come in.
“There aren’t courses that 
have an h-option; an h-option 
is something that you create,” 
ANTHONY ALEXANDER
H-option possible substitute 
for general honors courses
By EMILY BRAMMER Honors Advisor Sande Yentes 
said. “In a class that you need 
to take anyway, you work with 
the professor to come up with 
an idea for an add-on piece 
you’re going to do for the 
class that is over and above 
what everyone else in the 
class is doing…An h-option 
is really an opportunity for 
you to do a deeper dive into 
some topic that’s covered in 
the class that’s of particular 
interest to you.”
Senior economics major 
Alex O’Donnell h-optioned his 
Spanish 204 class during his 
freshman year.
“I decided to H-option 
it because I didn’t have any 
honors classes that semester,” 
O’Donnell said. “I would rec-
ommend (h-options), simply 
because many honors students 
already come into Marshall 
with the honors classes, like 
PSY201H, already complet-
ed through AP tests or dual 
credits. With H-options, you 
can take classes that you want 
to take and get honors credit 
for them.”
Indeed, having such 
credits already completed is 
the primary reason students 
take on the h-option process, 
although it is also a way for 
students to get to know a spe-
Marc J. Hetherington, a 
professor of political science at 
Vanderbilt University, delivered 
a unifying lecture, calling for 
acceptance and open conver-
sation with opposing political 
parties Nov. 9 in his talk “Why 
do Republicans and Democrats 
hate each other?”
“Party differences run 
deeper than politics,” Heth-
erington said. “Republicans 
By ANTHONY ALEXANDER and Democrats have different 
personal tastes too. Because of 
this new divide we have, liber-
als don’t see conservatives. We 
don’t have contact with each 
other. We’re rooting against the 
other side, which, in the end, is 
rooting against the country.”
Patricia Proctor, director 
for the Simon Perry Center 
for Constitutional Democracy, 
invites the speakers to be a part 
2Graduation marks the end of a journey and the 
beginning of another for two honors students
By JESTEN RICHARDSON
Honors students Jared 
Casto and Nancy Peyton took 
to the stage and accepted 
their diplomas during the 
2017 Marshall University 
Winter Commencement Dec. 
16. As Casto and Peyton 
prepared for graduation and 
the next stage of their lives, 
they also remembered their 
experiences as members of 
the Herd and the Honors 
College. 
Casto, an online jour-
nalism major from Ripley, 
West Virginia, said he has 
enjoyed all of his 3 1/2 years 
at Marshall and has learned a 
great deal about his major, as 
well as things outside of his major, from 
his professors. 
Casto also said he has enjoyed his 
experiences with journalism at Marshall, 
including being a member of the Honors 
Oracle, and is proud of the work he has 
done for The Parthenon, Marshall’s stu-
dent newspaper.
“I’ve been with The Parthenon, in 
some capacity, since my first semester 
in college,” Casto said. “I started out 
writing Q&As with INTO students and 
that was just, I think that was a really 
great foot in the door for journalism. 
Eventually, I was a reporter, and I was 
covering student government. Since then, 
I’ve been an editor for the past three 
semesters. I’m kind of really happy with 
how all of that worked out, and I don’t 
think that I would do it any differently if 
I could.”
Peyton, an online journalism major 
from Pecks Mill, West Virginia, said she 
has also had positive experiences and has 
been able to grow in her craft at Mar-
shall. She attributes part of her journal-
istic growth to having been a member of 
the Honors Oracle’s staff.
“With the Honors Oracle, it was one 
of my favorite things with the Honors 
College,” Peyton said. “It was my first 
real journalism experience, because I 
started with the Oracle around the same 
that I started writing columns for The 
Parthenon, which isn’t really reporting, 
it’s writing opinion, so the Honors Oracle 
was my first real journalism experience. 
That was the point when I realized that I 
loved what I was doing, that I was going 
for the right thing, that it’s what I was 
meant to do. Being an editor for the Ora-
cle helped prepare me for being an editor 
Honors students and online journalism ma-
jors Nancy Peyton (right) and Jared Casto 
(above) graduated from Marshall University 
during winter commencement Dec. 16. Both 
were editors for the Honors Oracle and The 
Parthernon, Marshall’s student newspaper.
COURTESY PHOTOS
for The Parthenon and then helped me 
for finding internships and jobs.”
Both Casto and Peyton said that they 
have had a great overall experience at 
Marshall, and they have also experienced 
personal growth and made memories that 
they can keep with them as they move 
into the next phase of their lives. 
“Coming to Marshall has completely 
changed my worldview,” Peyton said. 
“It’s opened a lot of doors that I wouldn’t 
have had otherwise. I’ve had a lot of 
things that I want to do, and so coming 
to Marshall has given me the ability to 
do things that I dreamed of and things 
that I never thought that I would have 
the opportunity to do, and so it’s defi-
nitely helped me to grow as a person. It’s 
helped me change in ways that I never 
thought that I would, but they’re all for 
the better. It’s just been great.”
3By JULIANNA MUSIC
Marshall University staff, students and 
community gather for the 47th Annual 
Fountain Ceremony Nov. 14 to remem-
ber the 75 members who lost their 
lives in a plane crash in 1970.
HANNA PENNINGTON
Continued on page 5.
Tears were shed and memories were 
shared as over 1,000 people gathered at 
the annual Memorial Fountain Ceremony 
on Nov. 14 to remember those lost in the 
Marshall University plane crash exact-
ly 47 years following the tragedy. The 
crowd listened intently as members of 
the Marshall faculty, students and alumni 
shared personal stories of how the crash 
touched each of their lives. 
“Our community, our campus and 
our Marshall families still feel the hurt 
this day brings,” said Matt Jarvis, student 
body president and honors student. 
“While we remember, we also under-
stand.” 
Podcasters Justin, Travis 
and Sydnee McElroy record-
ed two live podcasts before 
an audience Nov. 2 as part of 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Marshall University Society of 
Yeager Scholars Symposium. 
Traditionally an academic 
lecture, the Yeager class of 
2018 took a different approach 
to this year’s discussions.  
The family recorded 
its podcasts “Schmanners” 
and “Sawbones” live at the 
Keith-Albee theatre, talking 
about bodily gases and cap-
By HANNA PENNINGTON
Podcasters record live in front 
audience for Yeager Symposium
saicin, the compound found 
in chili peppers. After the 
podcasts were recorded, Justin, 
Travis and Yeager alumna 
Sydnee McElroy had a Q&A 
session with the audience. 
“It was important to the 
Yeager program to promote 
something good about Hun-
tington, and the McElroys just 
fit that very naturally,” said 
Cara Bailey, the Yeager So-
ciety Coordinator. “We don’t 
know yet what the next sympo-
sium will be. The juniors are 
planning that, and they have 
some big thoughts and names 
in mind.”
For “Schmanners,” Travis 
and Teresa McElroy talked 
about the history and etiquette 
of passing gas. Justin and 
Sydnee McElroy spoke about 
the potential health benefits 
and historical background 
of capsaicin in their podcast 
“Sawbones.” 
The Yeager class of 
2018, named the James and 
Verna Gibson class, planned 
this event and contacted the 
McElroy family for their 
appearance. 
“The whole point of 
the Yeager Symposium is to 
enlighten the community on a 
certain topic that we pick while 
also challenging our senior 
class to take a leadership role 
and plan something like that,” 
said Rebecca Turnbull, a senior 
Yeager scholar studying broad-
cast journalism and public 
relations. “We’ve had a lot of 
science talks and art talks, but 
we wanted to do something a 
little different. The McElroys 
do something you’re not going 
to see on a college campus at 
all. They’re such benefactors 
to Huntington.”
Marshall community remembers plane crash 
victims at 47th Annual Fountain Ceremony
Seventy-five members of the Mar-
shall University community and football 
association were taken away suddenly 
when Southern Airways Flight 932 went 
down just outside of Huntington on Nov. 
14, 1970 while returning from an away 
game in North Carolina.
Jarvis said the football program rose 
from the ashes and inspired many peo-
ple. On the Saturday before the yearly 
ceremony, Marshall University’s football 
team claimed a win while wearing the 
numbers of the victims who died in the 
crash and special white helmets that 
featured decals memorializing the flight 
crew and community members lost. 
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Honors College students and staff 
gathered before the Nov. 11 football 
match against Western Kentucky Univer-
sity for at the Honors College Tailgate, 
which featured various chilies, soups and 
fall desserts.
One of the students present was 
freshman Grace Reed. She is an interna-
tional affairs major with a double-minor 
in French and constitutional democracy. 
She is involved in various organizations 
on campus, including Baptist Campus 
Ministries and Bridges: International. 
“The tailgate was so much fun,” 
Reed said. “I really enjoyed being able 
to see familiar faces, enjoy the chili and 
wonderful snickerdoodles while chatting 
with those already attending.” 
She said her favorite part of the tail-
By LIZ ADAMS
Honors students connect, support 
thundering herd at football tailgate
gate was seeing so many 
Honors College students 
spending time together 
outside of studies, while 
also supporting Mar-
shall’s football team. 
“It’s encouraging to 
see how support of the 
university is embedded 
in the culture of our 




lege events will be held 
in the spring semester 
and will be announced 
accordingly. 
Students and faculty connect over food and football 
at the Honors College Tailgate Nov. 11 before the 
Herd took on Western Kentucky University.
LIZ ADAMS
of the Amicus Curiae lecture series. 
“I think of topics that are relevant 
in our societal and political discourse 
and do research to see who is doing the 
most interesting writing on these topics,” 
Proctor said. “I also read voraciously and 
watch ‘nerd’ television like C-SPAN and 
public television programming on legal, 
political and constitutional issues. I think 
that political polarization is a tremen-
dous problem in the United States that is 
crippling our government and harming our 
society. Dr. Hetherington has written some 
of the most highly-regarded books in this 
area and, after having checked him out as 
a speaker and a professor, I learned that he 
is a dynamic speaker and a wildly popular 
professor at Vanderbilt. This is usually a 
sign that the lecture will be a good one.” 
Hetherington pointed out that the 
opposing parties have varying preferences 
between dogs or cats, more children or 
less children, larger cars or smaller cars 
and veggie burgers or hamburgers. 
“Marc Hetherington was a great 
and entertaining speaker that presented 
high-quality, engaging research in a way 
that the average listener could understand 
and relate to,” said Damien Arthur, a polit-
ical science professor at Marshall Univer-
sity. “The Amicus Curiae lectures are a 
great addition to our university communi-
ty. They enable the external community to 
join the university community for a time 
of critical thought about pertinent issues.”
The Amicus Curiae lectures give 
students and the community the chance to 
hear the work of well-respected authors 
and scholars. 
“There are many perspectives on 
various issues and people who spend their 
careers and their lives doing significant 
work that relates to law, history, gover-
nance and policy,” Proctor said. “It is 
valuable for all of us to be exposed to 
these people. They can often shed light on 
things that most people only think about 
superficially, but find more interesting 
as they gain a greater depth of knowl-
edge.” 
The Amicus Curiae lectures will 
resume in the spring, and the schedule 
for the series will be announced next 
semester.
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cific professor, Yentes said. 
  “Make sure your professor is 
willing to work with you on an h-option, 
because they do have the choice to par-
ticipate or not,” Yentes said. “Sometimes 
professors may have done h-options in 
the past, and in a given semester, they 
have some other obligation that precludes 
them doing it. So, don’t just assume that 
they will. I would always ask.”
In order to complete an h-option 
course, students must think of a project 
idea for a non-honors course, talk with 
their professor and fill out the h-option 
form available on the Honors College 
website. The forms are always due by the 
second Friday of a semester.
However, Yentes said “h-option is 
really like the option of last resort to get 
general honors hours. It’s a lot of extra 
work for students, for us, for profes-
sors...Our preference would be, and we 
feel like the best experience is, being in 
those classes that are all Honors College 
students.”
“That football game we played Sat-
urday night, it felt like we couldn’t lose,” 
said Doc Holliday, the head football 
coach. “Something magical happened, 
but how could it not?”
The ceremony ended, as always, 
with the water of the fountain being 
turned off. It will remain silent until 
spring to honor those lost 47 years ago. 
“Our community has changed, our 
campus has grown, but our hearts will 
continue to stay the same,” Jarvis said. 
“We are here together because we are, 
simply, Marshall.”
Continued from page 3.
Professor presents research 
on sepsis treatment in rats
Dr. Eric Blough presented his re-
search on a treatment for sepsis Nov. 16 
in the Drinko Library Atrium. The Center 
for Teaching and Learning sponsored his 
lecture as part of its Third Thursday Pre-
sentation series. This series invites senior 
faculty members at Marshall to speak on 
their current projects, research and other 
involvements. 
Blough, associate professor and 
director of Pharmacology and Toxicol-
ogy in Marshall’s School of Pharmacy, 
described his and his colleagues’ experi-
ments with cerium oxide nanoparticles to 
treat sepsis and multi-organ dysfunction 
in Sprague Dawley rats. Blough said sep-
sis is one of the most common and dead-
ly diseases and is the number one killer 
of children worldwide. He said it affects 
an estimated 20 to 30 million patients 
a year, and there are no Food and Drug 
Administration approved treatments. 
Through his experimentation, 
Blough found that cerium oxide nanopar-
ticles decreased liver damage, mortality 
rates and other forms of organ damage in 
the rats tested. Blough and his colleagues 
were able to visually see positive chang-
es in the rats affected by sepsis. 
“The initial data is promising,” 
Blough said. “But more studies are need-
ed to expand on the results.”
 For the second part of his 
lecture, Blough discussed patents. He 
described the patenting process, the three 
different types of patents and the require-
ments for a patent. Blough also talked 
about his own experiences with obtaining 
a patent for his research. 
The patenting process takes any-
where from two to five years. Blough 
went through this process twice. Howev-
er, he and his fellow researchers finally 
secured a patent for their work with 
sepsis treatment this year. 
Blough was recently awarded the 
Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty 
Award, the most prestigious form of 
faculty recognition at Marshall. Blough’s 
other awards include the Marshall Dis-
tinguished Artists and Scholars Award 
in 2005 and 2009, at both the junior 
and senior levels, respectively. He also 
helped establish the Marshall Center for 
Diagnostic Nanosystems.  
The Center for Teaching and Learn-
ing has been holding its Third Thursday 
program since last spring and will contin-
ue next semester.
By AMANDA LARCH
Dr. Eric Blough presents his research on 
a new treatment for sepsis Nov. 16 as part 
of The Center for Teaching and Learning 
Third Thurday Presentation series.
AMANDA LARCH
